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OCT 29, REUTER — KLAUS ALTMANN, NATURALIZED 
BOLIVIAN BUSINESSMAN, WANTED IN FRANCE FOR WAR CRIMES UNDER THE 
NAME OF KLAUS BARBIE, WAS RELEASED TODAY AFTER NEARLY EIGHT 

MONTHS IN A BOLIVIAN JAIL. 

ALTMANN HAD BEEN HELD SINCE LAST MARCH PENDING EXTRADITION 
REQUESTS AGAINST HIM BY THE FRENCH AND PERUVIAN GOVERNMENTS. 

THE BOLIVIAN SUPREME COURT LAST WEDNESDAY FINALLY TURNED 
DOWN A PERUVIAN REQUEST FOR SEROR ALTMANN’S EXTRADITION AND 
ORDERED HIS IMMEDIATE RELEASE. 

THE PERUVIAN REQUEST INVOLVED CHARGES OF ALLEGED CURRENCY 
FRAUD AND SMUGGLING, AGAINST ALTMANN, 58, AND REPORTEDLY 

INVOLVED LARGE SUMS OF MONEY. 

BOLIVIA HAD ALREADY TURNED DOWN THE FRENCH REQUEST — BASED 
ON BARBIE’S ACTIVITIES AS NAZI GESTAPO CHIE* IN LYONS DURING 
WORLD WAR TWO — ON THE GROUNDS THAT NO EXTRADITION TREATY 
EXISTS BETWEEN FRANCE AND BOLIVIA M 
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ALTMANN 2 LA PAZ 

ALTMAN WAS SENTENCED TO DEATH IN ABSENTIA BY A FRENCH 
MILITARY COUPRT AFTER WORLD WAR TWO UNDER THE NAME OF KLAUS 
BARBIE. HE HAS BEEN A NATURALISED BOLIVIAN CITIZEN FOR 30 
YEARS. 

KNOWN IN FRANCE AS THE "BUTCHER OF LYONS,” HE HAS SEVERAL 
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